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MOTTO 
 
 
 
“Be sure that there is something waiting for you after so much patience, 
to astonish you to a degree that you forget the bitterness of the pain” 
    Imam Ali (AS) 
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ABSTRACT 
 
Kiki Apriliyani. C0312043. Refusal Strategies between Male and Female on the Pride and 
Prejudice Movie: A Pragmatics Approach. Thesis: English Department, Faculty of Cultural 
Sciences, Sebelas Maret University. 
This research is conducted to find out the kinds of refusal strategies expressed by male 
and female characters in the movie entitled Pride and Prejudice. The research also discovers 
why each type of refusal strategies are expressed by male and female characters. 
This research uses pragmatics approach and implements descriptive qualitative research 
that applies purposive sampling technique. The data in this research are taken from the dialogues 
in Pride and Prejudice movie that contain refusal strategies. There are 31 data containing refusal 
strategies found in the movie. Those data are classified by using Beebe, Takahashi and Uliss-
Weltz’s refusal classification. 
 The results of the research show that indirect refusal strategy is the kind of refusal 
strategy which mostly used by male and female characters in the Pride and Prejudice movie to 
express refusal. In the second rank is mix of refusal strategies and direct refusal strategy is in the 
last. Indirect refusal strategy consists of excuse, reason, or explanation, attempt to dissuade 
interlocutor, promise of future acceptance and avoidance. The second finding reveals that male 
characters mainly use indirect refusal strategy when refusing female characters if they have close 
relationship. Male characters who have legitimate power tend to use direct refusal strategy when 
expressing refusal to female characters. On the contrary, female characters mostly use mix of 
refusal strategies when refusing male characters who have legitimate power over them. Female 
characters apply direct refusal strategy when refusing male characters if they have distance 
relationship. In addition, female characters apply indirect refusal strategy to other female 
characters who have close relationship with them. On the contrary, female characters use direct 
refusal strategy if they have distance relationship with other female characters. 
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